
The Marshall Plan
The Vision of a Family of Nations

In June 1947, U.S. Secretary of State George C.
Marshall delivered a commencement address at Harvard

University that would change the course of European
history.  Marshall emphasized Europe's failing economies,
proposed U.S. assistance and challenged war-torn nations to
work together.  Inspired by his vision, seventeen Western
European countries set aside old rivalries to cooperate and
rebuild.  

One of thousands of hungry
European children

Demonstration, Vienna 1947

The recovery of Europe has been far slower
than had been expected. Disintegrating
forces are becoming evident. The patient is
sinking while the doctors deliberate.

—Secretary of State George C. Marshall,
radio speech to the nation April 28, 1947

G
eo

rg
e 

C
. M

ar
sh

al
l F

ou
nd

at
io

n

Acknowledgments: Bureau of Overseas Buildings Operations; United States Diplomacy Center; and Amy Garrett, Ph.D., Office of the Historian: United States Department of
State; Christenson Associates: Researchers and Authors; Profs. Imanuel Wexler and Sherrill B. Wells, Scholarly Advisors; Silvia Thompson and Laura Creswell,
OECD.  Unless otherwise specified, all photos are credited to the U.S. National Archives and Records Administration (NARA).

G
eo

rg
e 

C
. M

ar
sh

al
l F

ou
nd

at
io

n/
U

P
I

George C. Marshall, U.S. Secretary of State, 1947–1949
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